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Synopsis

In the early twentieth century, the United States set out to guarantee economic and political stability
in the Caribbean without intrusive and controversial military interventionsA¢a —a *and ended up
achieving exactly the opposite. Using military and government records from the United States and
the Dominican Republic, this work investigates the extent to which early twentieth-century U.S.
involvement in the Dominican Republic fundamentally changed both Dominican history and the
conduct of U.S. foreign policy. Successive U.S. interventions based on a policy of "dollar diplomacy"
led to military occupation and contributed to a drastic shifting of the Dominican social order, as well
as centralized state military power, which Rafael Trujillo leveraged in his 1920s rise to dictatorship.
Ultimately, this book demonstrates that the overthrow of the social order resulted not from military
planning but from the interplay between uncoordinated interventions in Dominican society and
Dominican responses. Telling a neglected story of occupation and resistance, Ellen D. Tillman
documents the troubled efforts of the U.S. government to break down the Dominican Republic and
remake it from the ground up, providing fresh insight into the motivations and limitations of

occupation.
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Customer Reviews

Makes a significant contribution to the study of Dominican-American relations in the early

twentieth-century. . . . A useful and important volume for those interested in military history,



Caribbean history, and the history of imperialism and US foreign policy.--H-Net ReviewsContributes
to military and Latin American history, foreign relations, and the literature on nation building;
scholars of these fields will welcome it. So will students, because it is a gripping tale, rich in
detail.--Hispanic American Historical ReviewA welcome and valuable addition to the growing body

of scholarship examining U.S.-Dominican relations.--The Latin Americanist

The multinational research in this book is a model study of interlaced history between the Dominican
Republic and the United States from the 1880s to the 1930s. Tillman’s excellent work brings us
closer to solving the puzzle of how U.S. military officials, who sincerely wished to reform Dominican
institutions to mirror those in the United States, ended up contributing instead to a generation-long
dictatorship.--Alan McPherson, author of The Invaded: How Latin Americans and their Allies Fought
and Ended U.S. OccupationsEllen Tillman’s pathbreaking study of the U.S. military in the Dominican
Republic is original in conception, thoroughly researched, and gracefully written. Her primary focus
on interaction at the local levelA¢a —a *among complex and often competing interests on both the
U.S and Dominican sidesA¢a -4 +adds significant nuance to our understanding of the U.S. imperial
project in this region.--Kevin Murphy, author of The American Merchant Experience in Nineteenth

Century Japan

This book should be required reading for all federally elected representatives and all the joint Chiefs
of Staff. ESPECIALLY Chapter Four! The opening paragraph of Chapter Five made me smile, yet
the conclusion made me cry. This is so well written and one can tell by the massive bibliography
and extremely well crafted footnotes that the research is extremely thorough and pertinent.| cried for
two reasons. The first was that | could feel the doom descending on the Dominican populace and
the second was because | see the exact same thing happening at various spots around the world.
Almost one hundred years ago!!! That is why | feel this book should be read by politicians and

military personnel. We must learn from our past.
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